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On behalf of the NLFSC executive, welcome 

back to a new and unique school year.  

Despite the anxiety and stress of returning to 

school, it appears our students are settling back 

into a routine. They are happy to be with their 

friends and teachers, and eager to learn.  

Our students, school councils and parents have 

shown great courage and resilience in facing the  

 

 

 

unprecedented realities over the past 6 months 

and your determination has been inspiring.  

I know that it has not been easy, but your 

commitment to supporting your children over 

the last several months has been exceptionally 

encouraging.  

I would also like to express my gratitude to  

 teachers, administrators and school staff for 

their support and loyalty to our students during 

the school shut-down time as well as the 

reopening of school.  

They are without a doubt - heroes! Their 

heartfelt Facebook posts, messages and videos 

provided encouragement to our students during 

the shutdown time. Their efforts to reopen 

schools, educate our students, and implement 

the Safe Return to School Plan is outstanding. 

Teaching is challenging in normal times for 



teachers, but extremely stressful during a global 

pandemic. 

NLFSC has always maintained that we have 

some of the best and most caring teachers in the 

world right here in NL and that belief continues 

to grow. 

We are touched by the countless examples of 

our administrators, teachers and school staff 

who have gone above and beyond during this 

extraordinarily difficult time.   

As the year progresses it is likely there will be 

many adaptations to the Safe Return to School 

Plan.  

We must remember that our response to these 

changes will directly impact and influence our 

children’s anxiety level and how they view the 

situation. Flexibility, patience, caring, and 

respect are traits we adults need to model for 

our children. We must support our educators 

and school staff throughout the school year as 

they do their very best to educate and keep our 

students safe. 

As a province we have made numerous 

adaptations and been successful in keeping the 

virus numbers low. We must continue to follow 

the advice of the Chief Medical Officer and the 

Safe Return to School Plan, it is our best 

defense against the virus. There are no 

guarantees that Covid-19 won’t find its way 

back into our province or schools, but we stand 

a better chance at fighting it and keeping our 

schools open if we all work together. We have 

little control over this virus, its spread, or its 

impact throughout the province or country, but 

what we can control is how we will continue to 

meet our responsibility to educate our students 

for the future. 

By now many school councils have held, or will 

soon hold, their first meeting of the year. 

School councils are mandated organizations that 

facilitate parental participation in our schools. 

School councils are an excellent way for you to 

get involved in your child’s education and is an 

important forum for involving parents/family 

and community in matters that affect the 

education of students. 

 

If this is your first year on a council be sure to 

locate a copy of the School Council Handbook, 

or download it at: 

www.ed.gov.nl.ca/edu/publications/k12/Handbo

ok2ndedition.pdf 

 

This document is an invaluable resource in 

assisting school council members to understand 

their roles and responsibility 

 

There are many great things taking place in our 

schools every day. Together we will continue to 

promote the achievements of our students and 

continue an ongoing dialogue about the value, 

purpose, and future of public education in this 

province. 

http://www.ed.gov.nl.ca/edu/publications/k12/Handbook2ndedition.pdf
http://www.ed.gov.nl.ca/edu/publications/k12/Handbook2ndedition.pdf


On behalf of the executive and our Executive 

Director, I wish you a safe and successful 

school year. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us with 

questions, advice or request support at 

nlfsci@gmail.com or by calling the NLFSC 

office at (709) 764-8993. 

 

Sincerely, 

Don 

Email:  Don.Coombs@easternhealth.ca 

 

 

Other members of the NLFSC Executive:   

 

David Hillier, Vice President 

Grand Falls-Windsor 

Email: davidhillier@gmail.com 

 

Craig Tavenor, Vice President 

Mount Pearl 

Email: cttavsmail@gmail.com 

 

Lori Barry, Secretary 

Grand Falls-Windsor 

Email: a.lori.barry@gmail.com 

 

Ruby Hoskins, Past President 

Email: rubyhoskins63@yahoo.ca 

 

Ashley McCarthy, Treasurer  

 

 

 

 

 

Are You New to School Council?  

Welcome and thank you for getting involved in 

your education community in this way! We 

hope you enjoy your term. 

School councils are mandated organizations 

composed of parents, teachers, community 

members, and students (high school level) that 

facilitate parental participation in our schools. 

Sections 25 and 26 of the Schools Act, 1997, 

provide the legislative authority.  

A school council’s effectiveness depends, to a 

large extent, on how it develops and utilizes the 

capabilities of its members.  
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One of the most important functions of school  

councils are to advise on the quality of the 

teaching and learning in the school.  

School councils are also responsible for 

advising the board on matters of concern to the 

school and to the school community.  

School councils promote transparency as  

council actions and decisions are communicated 

to the school community through their meeting.  

A school council is a means to facilitate 

communication and cooperation between home 

and school.   

 

The principal is responsible for the direct 

management of the school and, therefore, has 

responsibility for the development and 

implementation of school-based policies.  

 

School councils act in an advisory capacity 

whereby they advise on how to implement such 

policies. This advisory role provides school 

councils and the school community the 

opportunity to improve the teaching and 

learning environment of the school.  

 

 

 

 

 

Functioning Role of a School Council  

School councils provide a formal structure 

through which all partners can come together to 

discuss the education of the children with the 

primary goal of enhancing the quality of 

teaching and learning, resulting in improved 

student achievement.  

As stipulated in the Schools Act, 1997 Section 

26(2), the functions of a school council are to:  

• represent the educational interests of the 

school; 

• advise on the quality of teaching and learning 

in the school; 

• facilitate parent and community involvement 

in teaching and learning in the school; and, 

• advise the board on matters of concern to the 

school and the community.  

School councils and council members represent 

the educational interests of all students  

collectively. Council members also represent 

the views of their respective groups in that 

parent representatives speak for the parents of 

children in the school, teacher representatives 

speak for the teachers at the school, student  

representatives speak for the students at the 

school, and community representatives speak 

for the community.   



 

To effectively represent a group, council 

members should regularly seek feedback on 

issues which impact the school environment 

and then bring these issues forward on their 

behalf.   They would then communicate any 

decisions/actions back to the groups they 

represent.  

 

NLFSC appreciates your willingness to be part 

of a school council and for renewing your 

membership with NLFSC each year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Renewal 

 

This year marks the 41st year the 

Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of 

School Councils (NLFSC) has been  

representing local school councils, PTAs, and 

home and school associations.  There are many 

changes and challenges taking place in the 

school system and NLFSC is busy advocating 

on your behalf.  Your continued membership 

will help support our mission in striving for 

excellence in  education, for all children in 

Newfoundland and Labrador, and to represent 

your school council as part of the collective 

voice for school councils and for all 

parents/guardians. 

 

Canada’s Outstanding Principal 

 

Do you have an outstanding Principal at your 

school? If so, show your appreciation to your 

principal for all their hard work by nominating 

them for Canada’s Outstanding Principal 

Award.  This award recognizes the unique and 

crucial contribution of Principals in publicly 

funded schools.  

Visit www.thelearningpartnership.ca for more 

Information. 

 

 

 



 

Media Interviews 

 

Over the past few months President Coombs 

has been busy representing the goals of the 

NLFSC and advocating for our students. 

Don was interviewed by the media on a number 

of education issues including class size, public 

exams, teacher and administrator workload, 

student safety, and the Safe Return to School 

Plan. He repeatedly stressed the importance of 

supporting teachers, administrators and school 

staff during the school year. 

 

Meetings and Advocacy 

 

Don met with the NLTA, PC Caucus, Jim Dinn 

(NDP), and ESD regarding the Safe Return to 

School Plan - and concerns expressed by our 

membership. He also had numerous 

conversations with the former Education 

Minister Brian Warr, and current Minister Tom 

Osborne. 

Don stressed the importance of keeping a focus 

on student safety. He said there would be 

concerns with class size, once school reopened, 

and recommended classes not exceed the 

maximum class size set by government.  

He also expressed concern on the workload and 

expectations placed teachers, administrators and  

 

 

 

 

school staff to implement the Safe Return to 

School Plan.  

He pointed out they have given many unpaid 

hours to ensuring student safety before school 

opened in September.  

 

NLFSC issued 3 media releases over the past 

few months stressing the importance of working 

together during this unprecedented time. We 

also commended the Chief Medical Officer for 

her guidance and encourage parents to continue 

to follow her advice. 

 

Don had regular contact with former Education 

Minister Brian Warr, and current Minister Tom 

Osborne and was updated on any changes and 

announcements.  

 

On Sept 2, Don attended the announcement by 

Minister Osborne and Premier Furey, of 

additional funding and resources for education. 

He was also given the opportunity to speak at 

the event. 

Don was a guest on the CBC Radio Cross Talk 

Show and discussed the Safe Return to School 

Plan with callers. 

 



Don also participated in 3 zoom committee 

meetings regarding the reopening of schools. 

Other committee members included the Chief 

Medical Officer (Janice Fitzgerald), Premier, 

Andrew Furey, Education Ministers (Brian Warr 

and Tom Osborne), Health Minister (Dr. John 

Haggie), CEO of NL English School District 

(Tony Stack), and several representatives for 

CUPE, NAPE, and the NLTA. 

 

On September 19, the NLFSC executive met in 

St. Johns to talk about education issues, and set 

advocacy goals for the school year. 

Some topics discussed:  

 Safe Physical Distancing in Schools 

 Class Size 

 Internet Service in NL 

 Public Exams 

 Student Virus Testing 

 Personal Protective Equipment in 

Schools 

 Busing 

 Virus Testing (students and staff) 

 

On Wednesday, October 7, executive members 

met with Patricia Emberley (Evaluation and 

Research Division) of the Department of 

Education to review the revised School 

Development Model. Under the revised model 

schools will create one goal to strive to create 

an environment where all students are engaged 

and learning. Teachers will be expected to 

identify 1-2 strategic issues (as opposed to15) 

relevant to their school - and the Directors of 

Schools will have more flexibility in how they 

work with their schools in identifying these 

issues. As well, the school external review will 

be replaced with ongoing support and 

monitoring. 

Over the summer NLFSC reiterated the 

importance of showing patience, understanding 

and flexibility as school staff did their very best 

to keep students happy and safe. NLFSC 

repeatedly recognized and praised all school 

staff for their efforts during this time of great 

uncertainty. NLFSC has received numerous 

calls and emails from teachers expressing 

appreciation for the support and praise they 

have received. NLFSC is consulted regularly 

and our input valued. We are seen as a partner 

in education. 

 

 

NLFSC President speaking to media about the 

Safe Return to School Plan 

 

 



Student Appeals 

 

The Newfoundland and Labrador English 

School Board recognizes that students and 

parents/guardians may sometimes disagree with 

decisions of the Board. 

 

Many student concerns can best be resolved 

through informal means at the school level, or 

by involving district staff. However, students 

and parents or caregivers have the right to 

formally appeal in writing to the Board with a 

decision which significantly impacts them, in 

accordance with Section 22 of the Schools Act, 

1997.  Before beginning an appeal at the 

District level, parents/guardians and/or students 

are strongly encouraged to try to resolve the 

issue at the school level.  The determination of 

whether a decision or a failure to make a 

decision, significantly impacts upon a student's 

education, health or safety shall be made on a 

case-by-case basis. 

More information can be found on the English 

School District website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media Quote 

“Months ago, at the height of the pandemic we 

all came together as a province to support our 

essential workers. We cheered, encouraged, and 

praised them along. It is now time for us to do 

the same for our teachers, administrators and 

all school staff who are risking their own health 

and giving their time, emotion, and energy to 

ensure our students are safe, happy and 

engaged in learning,”  

-----NLFSC President Don Coombs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Autism Awareness Month 

October is Autism Awareness Month, providing 

an opportunity for Canadians to learn more 

about this condition and about how we can 

support people living with autism, their families 

and their caregivers.  

It is estimated that 1 in 66 children and youth 

has been diagnosed with autism in Canada, 

yet Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a 

condition that remains misunderstood by many 

people.    People who live with autism deserve 

every opportunity to participate fully in their 

communities and contribute to our society. 

 

The Autism Society of Newfoundland Labrador 

(ASNL) is a provincial charitable organization 

dedicated to promoting the development of 

individual, lifelong, and community-based 

supports and services for people with autism 

spectrum disorder (ASD), their families, and 

caregivers. 

 

 

Indoor Extra-Curricular Activities Begin 

 

The Newfoundland and Labrador English 

School District will introduce volleyball and 

music to begin the return of indoor, school-

based extra-curricular activities, effective 

October 13.  

These activities will be closely monitored with 

a view to gradually introducing other extra-

curricular activities in the coming weeks and 

months. 

 

Media Quote 

 

“We realize the past months have been 

extremely stressful for councils and parents. 

Many of you continued to work from home, 

while trying to care for and educate your 

children. Balancing so many different aspects of 

your life without extra help from family, 

grandparents or babysitters made this situation 

really tough. Parenting is always a full-time job 

and challenging in typical circumstances, but 

parents who are also essential workers have 

experienced unprecedented levels of stress and 

anxiety. We will forever be indebted to them for 

the services they provided over the past few 

months. 

-----NLFSC President Don Coombs 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/autism-spectrum-disorder-asd.html
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Parental Involvement in School  

 

ñIn this complex world, it takes more than a 

good school to educate children. And it takes 

more than a good home. It takes these two 

major educational institutions working 

together.ò  

Dorothy Rich, author of MegaSkills 

 

Studies have indicated that children whose  

parents and/or other significant adults share in 

their formal education tend to do better in 

school. Some benefits that have been identified 

that measure parental involvement in education 

include:  

 Higher grades and test scores  

 Long term academic achievement  

 Positive attitudes and behavior  

 More successful programs  

 More effective schools  

 

All parents want their children to become 

successful, caring adults. Similarly, many 

parents want to be involved with the formal 

education of their children. Sometimes, 

however, they don't know where to start, when 

to find the time, or how to go about making 

positive connections with the school. At the 

most basic level, parents can begin encouraging 

the education of their children by showing that 

they truly value education. 

 

 

The Cuffer is a benefit of membership in the 

Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of 

School Councils. 

Annual membership dues are based on school 

enrollment. 

 

The views expressed or implied in this 

publication are not necessarily official positions 

of the Federation.   

The mention of any program, organization, 

resource, product, person, place, or school does 

not constitute an endorsement by NLFSC.                          

 

Editor: Denise Pike 

Proof Reader: Lori Barry 

 

 

NLFSC Contact Information 

 

P.O Box 23140 

St. John’s NL 

A1B 4J9 

Tel: (709) 764-8993 
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